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Weather 


8 A.M.: 44° 

2 PM.: 73° 

5 RM.: 66° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 
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ISIS inspired bomb suspect 


By NINA AGRAWAL, BRIAN 
BENNETT AND NOAH BIERMAN 
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LOCAL & STATE 

© JURORS CONVICT 
two half-brothers in the 
2016 slayings of two 
innocent bystanders 
who were in the wrong 
place during a drive-by 
shooting. B1 


NATION & WORLD 

© IN ANOTHER 
SETBACK to the Trump 
administration, trans- 
gender recruits will be 
allowed to enlist in the 
military beginning Jan. 1, 
the Pentagon says. A6 


© A UNITED NATIONS 
expert on extreme pov- 
erty and human rights 
meets with hurricane 
victims in Puerto Rico as 
complaints grow about 
the U.S. government's 
response to the devas- 
tated island. A8 


BUSINESS 

© RIFLE PAPER Co. 
fires off a lawsuit against 
Wal-Mart, accusing it 
and and other compa- 
nies of ripping off one of 
its designs. A10 


SPORTS 

@ THE UCF FOOTBALL 
TEAM adds six new staff 
members just one week 
after Josh Heupel was 
introduced as the pro- 
gram’s lth head football 
coach. Cl 


@ As THE MAGIC 
PREPARE for the Clip- 
pers tomorrow, forward 


Aaron Gordon says he's Prison population, costs drive 
t t int s 
ee e r effort; House leaders skeptical 


concussion. C1 


@ THE CLAss 8A state 
champion Dr. Phillips 
Panthers close out the 


bomb attack in New York City’s 
transit system Monday told inves- 
tigators he had been inspired by 
Islamic State’s recent call for at- 
tacks in Western cities around the 
Christmas holidays, a federal law 
enforcement official said. 

The suspect, identified as 
27-year-old Bangladesh native 
Akayed Ullah, was injured by the 


explosion and in custody after au- 
thorities said he detonated a 
makeshift pipe bomb near Times 
Square that also left four other 
people injured and snarled Man- 
hattan transit. 

President Donald Trump cited 
the suspect as an argument for his 
crackdown on legal as well as il- 
legal immigration, after the ad- 
ministration said the man entered 
the country in 200 on a family 
immigrant visa. 

“Today’s attempted mass-mur- 
der attack in New York City — the 


second terror attack in New York 
in the last two months — once 
again highlights the urgent need 
for Congress to enact legislative 
reforms to protect the American 
people,” Trump said in a state- 
ment. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders asserted 
that the attack could have been 
prevented if the US. had canceled 
the ability of American citizens to 
sponsor relatives for 


Please turn to ATTACK, A8 


After New York City attack, Trump calls for pier auon reforms 


DREW ANGERER/GETTY IMAGES 


Police stand guard near the New 
York Port Authority Bus Terminal 
following Monday’s attack. 
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Manatees get warm welcome at Blue Spring 


Manatees and their calves curiously approach an underwater camera as they find refuge in the 72-degree 
water Monday at Blue Spring Run at Blue Spring State Park in Orange City. Wayne Hartley of the Save the 
Manatee Club counted 261 manatees during his Monday research. As temperatures dip in the St. Johns 

River, the warmer Blue Spring becomes the manatees’ winter home. 


Senators push sentencing reform 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Tallahassee Bureau 


TALLAHASSEE — With the cost of imprisoning 
nearly 100,000 inmates on the rise, a bipartisan 


An aging inmate population with higher medical 
costs and state sentencing laws that keep convicts in 
prison for longer periods are two of the main factors 
in driving up costs. The state will spend $2.4 billion 


on the Department of Corrections this year, and Gov. 
Rick Scott wants to spend an extra $200 million next 
year, with much of it going to hire more prison 


guards. 


“Its not an increase in violent crime,” Leonard 
Engel, director of policy for Community Resources 


for Justice, a Boston-based think tank, told a Senate 


clue lech a aN group of Florida senators is proposing bills designed 
: to reduce sentences and costs. 
AE a But skeptical leaders in the House might not be 


straight season. C5 


willing to go along with the reforms. 
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Local firms 
deck stores 
with gifts 

for holidays 


BY KYLE ARNOLD 
Staff Writer 


Some stocking stuffers and 
under-the-tree surprises can 
have a bit of extra Central Flor- 
ida flavor this year. 

Big-box stores such as Tar- 
get, Lowe’s and Dick’s Sporting 
Goods are stocking their 
shelves with items from Or- 
lando-area companies. And 
Central Florida merchants 
making consumer goods from 
softball gear and drink ware to 
stationery and home decor are 
counting big on the holiday 
shopping season. 

“You would be surprised by 
how much stuff you can buy 
with a Florida influence” said 
James Miller, a spokesman for 
the Florida Retail Federation. 
“And some of these companies 
make 40 percent of their reve- 
nues in the month or two lead- 
ing up to the end of the year. 
It’s huge for them.” 

Local merchants say the hol- 
iday season provides an impor- 
tant boost to their sales, no 
matter what they’re selling. 

A trip to a Target store could 
yield a Christmas-ornament 
plant from Apopka home decor 
company LiveTrends, or a 
tumbler from Orlando-based 
Corkcicle. Anthropologie 
carries a whole line of statio- 
nery and cards from Winter 
Park’s Rifle Paper Co., while 
Dick’s Sporting Goods carries 
softball equipment from two 
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Expressway agency proposes path for road through parkland 
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\ alae By KEVIN SPEAR _ If such an environmental intru- 

left is J Staff Writer sion were to occur at Split Oak For- 
stepping avay komike : est, Tavistock and Deseret — which 
TV show “The Chew” Tavistock Development Co. and are pursuing enormous devel- 
after a report details Deseret Ranches want Central Flor- opment in the area — would con- 
séxual misconduceallas ida’s toll-road agency to pave an serve an adjacent corridor of forest 
gations from women expressway across a bastion of pro- and scrubland. 


over two decades. A2 


tected wilderness in east Orange 
and Osceola counties. 


Members of an environmental 
coalition who were presented re- 


cently with the proposal said it re- 
flects intensifying pressure to ex- 
tend the Osceola Parkway through 
green space where only hiking and 
horse riding is allowed, the Split Oak 
Forest Wildlife and Environmental 
Area. 

“We still oppose a road,” said Val- 
erie Anderson, a land-use analyst 


rallying a defense of the parkland. 
She and others will further re- 
view the Tavistock and Deseret of- 
fer as complex but potentially bene- 
ficial for environmental protection 
even as key aspects remain unex- 
plained. This past weekend, they 
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Voices & Opinion 


What To Do Today 


@ GUEST EDITORIAL: Endorse long-term care rights. A12 

@ CENTRAL FLORIDIAN OF THE YEAR: Meet the 5 finalists, A12 
@ LOCAL VIEWPOINT: Monitor seismic surveys, marine life. A13 
@ Ask Amy: Facebook should be least of new mom’s worries. B5 
@ Curis Hays: Townsend, Fernandez have standout seasons. C2 


MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU 


With “The Last Jedi” opening this week, test your knowledge of all 
things from a galaxy far, far away with Star Wars Trivia at Sea Dog 
Brewing Company in the Vista Centre Shoppes off I-4 in Orlando. 
The free bar game kicks off at 5:30 p.m. and will award bonus points 
to players who show up in costume. 
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www. w.GreenwayFord. com 


@ East Colonial & The Greenway | 9001 East Colonial Drive 


SAVINGS ALERT 


ZO gi 
APR MONTHS 
— Pleas 
$1000 FORD REBATE 
on all NEW FORDS except Fiesta And Super-dutes 
With Approved Ford Credit Financing + $13.95 per $1,000 financed 


NO 
PAYMENTS 
UNTIL 


14> MARCH 2018 
With approval from 
Ford Credit. 


407-745-0854 


Browse Over 1500 New And Used Vehicles In Stock. | Hablamos Espanol 
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